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village and then burn it; if their shots are replied to, they either
make off, or set 'the village   on fire by  throwing   disks of burning
oiled rope on to the houses ; the people then seize their valuables
to make off with them and are looted by the dacoits as they go.
Dacoits do not, as a rule, attack villagers whom they find alert
or awake, hence the custom holds in villages of, from time to time
during the   night, firing off  guns in the air;  when there is any
disturbance in a village   at night all the inhabitants rattle the
bamboos of their houses to show they are awake.    Every village
surrounds itself with impenetrable hedges of prickly pear or with
matted rows of dry brambles and thorns, which are not negotiable
by assault,  and behind   which  look-out crow's nests are placed
at intervals.    Any village that was thriving or worth dacoiting
could be told at once by the appearance of its defences ; but this
was no gxiide to British troops as to its politics, since for a long
time the most thriving villages  were the head-quarters of  the
different gangs of dacoits.    As regards the atrocities committed by
the dacoits, there were many instances of the most barbarous and
inhuman   practices,   but these  were   exceptional   cases   for   the
extortion of evidence or to find where treasure was   buried;  on
these occasions they spared neither age nor sex.    Occasionally men
were crucified alive, but there was evidence to show that in the
majority of cases the victim of crucifixion was killed first.

The  Burmese   as a race and   individually have the   deepest
,   ,    ,    .       admiration and affection for a king, and
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any dacoit who could either establish his

claims to being called a king, or could obtain a prince of the
royal blood either to maintain as a puppet king of his district,
or who would accept his allegiance, thereby greatly enhanced
his power. Consequently, the survivors of the palace massacres
of 1878 were in great demand, and when found were immediately
appropriated by the dacoit bohs. In the bands headed by these
princes all the court ceremony was maintained, ministers were ap-
pointed, c royal orders * were issued according to Burmese custom,
scratched on palmyra leaves, and proclamations were promulgated
stamped with the royal peacock seal; the houses the princes lived
in were called palaces and their dacoit bands called c royal
armies.*